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at least a William of Orange.    She thought of
Moreau:   " His virtues rendered him worthy
the place'; n and of Bernadotte, who " combined
the qualities both of statesman and soldier."
A Roman republic succeeding a state entirely
Roman as to   its  laws,   seemed   to  her   as
odious as the old regime.   Nothing appeared
more   formidable   to   liberty  than   a   Cassar
installed   in   the   monarchy  of   Louis   XIV,
Nevertheless in the first weeks she again made
trial of coquetry with the new master.   Bona-
parte appeared to  soften.    He placed  Ben-
jamin Constant in the tribune; but Benjamin
immediately threw himself into the Opposition*
About the month of January, 1800, he deckled
to denounce   to   the  world   the   " dawn  of
tyranny/'    His   discourse   was   prepared   in
Madame   de    StaeFs   salon*     "Now,"   said
Benjamin to her, "your salon is full of peo-
ple whom you like; if I speak, to-morrow it
will be deserted.   Think well of it!f>    ** One
must follow one's convictions," she replied,
He made his discourse.   Madame de Staiil had
invited to dinner that evening several friends
who belonged to the Government party*   At
five o'clock she had received   ten   excuses,
One was from Talleyrand; this was a rupture
of contact for years, and of esteem fur all
their lives long,